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Welcome!
We are a vibrant school located in the heart of Petone.
We are a full primary school that caters for children
from Years 1-8. We have a strong whole school
culture based on our school values. Our school offers
both mainstream and māori immersion classes.

Proudly Sponsored By:
Booker-Spalding Ltd
Label and Litho

About Us
Our classes are organised into two syndicates within the school, Ngā Mahuri and Ngā Rito:
Te Whānau o Ngā Mahuri offers a complete curriculum where the language of instruction is

English. Children are also encouraged to retain their heritage language.
Te Whānau o Ngā Rito also offers a complete curriculum, however lessons are taught in full
immersion Māori language. The English language is introduced in a structured and researchbased way to senior classes.

Our Values
We encourage a ‘WARM’ culture based on our school values:
Whanaungatanga (belonging, solidarity)
Ako (Reciprocal learning and teaching)
Respect
Manaakitanga (Hospitality, caring)
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English Mainstream
(Te Whānau o Ngā Mahuri)
Our English Mainstream Syndicate caters
for students from Year 0 to Year 8. We
offer a diverse and comprehensive
curriculum that helps all students reach
their full academic, physical and social
potential.

Aims:
The staff, parents and children in this syndicate have a strong commitment to providing programmes and
facilities, which enhance the learning opportunities for all. We endeavor to create a supportive, caring,
happy and safe environment for learning to occur.

Curriculum:
The curriculum taught in this syndicate includes the learning of mathematics, literacy, science, health,
social studies, physical education, the arts, technology and languages with a strong emphasis on
mathematics, reading and writing. We also teach the development of computer literacy, thinking skills and
inquiry learning, where students are actively involved with posing questions, researching and analysing
information to develop a deeper understanding of a topic.

Strengths:
We believe that this syndicate’s ethnic and cultural
diversity is a strength and a resource for learning. We
promote cultural sharing and provide enriching
experiences for all our students and their families.
There is a strong student leadership programme with
opportunities to be a peer tutor, peer mediator, school
councilor, librarian, ICT leader, environment leader or
road warden.
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Māori Immersion
(Te Whānau o Ngā Rito)
Our Maori Immersion Syndicate caters
for students from Year 0 to Year 8. We
offer a diverse and comprehensive
curriculum that helps all students reach
their full academic, physical and social
potential through the medium of Māori
language and Tikanga.
Aims: The staff, parents and children in this syndicate have a strong commitment to providing
programmes and facilities, which enhance the learning opportunities for all. We endeavor to create a
supportive, caring, happy and safe environment for learning to occur and to ensure our students graduate
fully bilingual with a deep understanding of Tikanga Māori and Māori values.

Curriculum: The curriculum taught in this syndicate includes the learning of mathematics, literacy,
science, health, social studies, physical education, the arts, and technology with a strong emphasis on
Māori language and Tikanga Māori. We also teach the development of computer literacy, thinking skills
and inquiry learning, where students are actively involved with posing questions, researching and
analysing information to develop a deeper understanding of a topic.

Strengths: We are unique because we have succeeded in building our Māori language, values and culture
commitments into a mainstream school. This means that we have the advantage of our distinct whānau
Māori identity but in addition we have access to
mainstream resources and facilities.
We offer a Kapahaka programme that accommodates
the different levels and abilities of our tamariki. We
practice regularly and often perform in school
kapahaka events and for our parent community. Our
year 7 and 8 students participate in English Transition
class once a week. This class is to prepare our students
to transition between immersion based education at
primary school to the mainstream based education
most of our students head into at college.
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Staff
Principal:

Trina Bennett

Assistant Principal: Laisa Peleseuma
Syndicate Leaders:
Teachers:

Tui McLeod and Jeannie Phillips

Jeannie Phillips
Halayna Smith
Charmaine Doole
Laisa Peleseuma
Kahurangi Baker
Briar Mita
Tui McLeod
Irene Cheung

Office Managers:

Mornain King
Faye Martin

Librarian:

Faye Martin

Property managers and cleaners: Crest Clean

Accounts manager: Alison DeVos

5

School Day
Our school has an open door policy, which
means that parents or caregivers are
welcome to visit at any time. Also feel free
to come into the staffroom for a cup of tea
or coffee and a chat.

9am

Start of the school day
School begins with a karakia (prayer) either as a class, as a syndicate or as a whole school.
In the morning classes work on the key learning areas of reading, writing or maths, so
please ensure your child is at school by 9am so they don’t miss out.

10:30-10:50

Morning Tea break.

10:50-12:30

Continuation of class learning.

12:30-1:30

Lunch break.

1:30-3:00

Continuation of class learning.

3:00pm

School finishes with another karakia to officially end the day.

Please ensure your child is not at school until 8:15am. Before this time teachers are not available to
supervise and ensure your child is safe. If you require before school care or after school care due to work
hours, please talk to our lovely office managers. They will inform you of options for both onsite and offsite
care.
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School Terms and
Holidays
Our school, as with all New Zealand
schools, has a 4-Term year beginning in
February and ending in December.

2016 Dates:

Term 1

Start – Monday 1st February
Finish – Friday 15th April
Public Holidays – Waitangi (Mon 8th February) & Easter (Fri 25th, Mon 28 &Tue 29 March )

Term 2

Start – Monday 2 May
Finish – Friday 8th July
Public Holidays – Queens Birthday Monday 6th June
Teacher Only Day – Tuesday 7th June

Term 3

Start – Monday 25th July
Finish – Friday 23rd September

Term 4

Start – Monday 10th October
Finish – Friday 16th December
Public Holidays - Labour Day Monday 24th October
Teacher Only Day - Tuesday 25th October
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Emergency Procedures
Our school has clearly set out procedures to be followed by
students and staff in the event of an emergency. Earthquake, fire,
tsunami and lockdown drills are held regularly so pupils and staff
know what to do.

Procedures are held by the staff to be put into action in case of a
civil emergency, such as a serious earthquake. Since you, as
parents, have a part in this, it is necessary for you to know what
we are going to do, and how you can help us. Please ask at the
school office if you are interested in a copy of our current

emergency procedures.

In an emergency we will keep all students at school under
supervision until a parent has collected them, or another adult
specifically nominated in writing by you has collected them. You
can nominate that person in advance by advising the school office.
When students are released from school after an emergency it will
be entered on a special register so that we know exactly where
each child has gone.
In the event of a tsunami, students and staff will evacuate and
head inland towards the Maungaraki Hill. The meeting point in
the event of a tsunami evacuation is at Maungaraki School
(Dowse Drive, Maungaraki).

We suggest that you discuss this within your family and have a
plan in case you are separated for a long time. The staff will be cooperating with the Civil Defence Organisation who will use
Petone Central School as a base in any civil emergency.
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General Information
ACCIDENTS
Minor accidents are dealt with at school. If a
serious accident occurs the parent or the
person listed for emergencies is contacted. If
neither can be contacted, the Principal will
seek medical advice whatever action is
deemed necessary.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE
Petone Central School offers after school care on site. This is run privately. Alternative before
and after school care programmes are available close to the school, and offer pick up and drop
off services. For more information, enquiries can be made at our school office.

ATTENDANCE
Good attendance is essential for students’ learning and is expected of every child. Our school
officially opens at 8:15 am and closes at 3:00 pm Monday to Friday during school terms. If your
child is going to be absent from school through illness or some sort of emergency, please ring the
school first thing in the morning or send a note or message with an older child. This helps the
school to ensure all our children are safe. Absenteeism and attendance are monitored daily and
parents will be contacted if frequent absences are noted.

CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL ABILITIES
Teachers are expected to identify children with special abilities and cater for them in
differentiated and cross class programmes. There are also opportunities for students to attend
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General Information
CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL LEARNING
NEEDS
Teachers identify children with special

learning needs and work to meet the needs
of these students. Extra support and special
programmes are provided for these
students with support from a range of
specialist teachers and agencies.

COMMUNITY HUI
The teaching staff will host a Community Hui (meeting) to showcase or focus on learningrelated activities that are happening within the school. All members of the school community,
including immediate and extended family, are welcome to attend these hui to learn more about
what they can do to support their children. Notices about these hui are published in the school
newsletter.

DENTAL CLINIC
We host a school Dental Clinic on site at Petone Central School, which also services other
schools and preschools in the Petone area. Our children’s teeth are all checked annually –
parents are informed when this is about to happen. If you want to contact the Clinic and sign
up to their dental service, their phone number is (04) 568 6275 or 0800 825 583. Other enquiries
can be made at the school office.

DONATIONS
A school activity donation of $120.00 per family has been requested by the board of trustees.
Donations can be paid in a lump sum or in installments over the year. On full payment, a
receipt will be issued on request which can be used for tax deduction purposes.
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General Information
EDUCATION OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM
(EOTC)
Education outside the classroom is incorporated
into our programmes throughout the year. It may
involve day visits or overnight stays. Most of these
outdoor activities require parental permission,
with three key exceptions: visits to McKenzie
Pools during our swimming programme, visits to
the Petone Central School Recreational Grounds,
and visits to the Petone Public Library.

ENROLMENT
As a State-funded primary school, students may be admitted to Petone Central School on or
after their fifth birthday – but not before that date. Compulsory education begins when a child is
six years old.
When a child is enrolled at any New Zealand school a birth certificate or other proof of date of
birth is needed to verify their age, and an immunisation certificate must be produced when first
enrolled. These are legal requirements. Students who are not New Zealand citizens must
provide evidence of either a Residence Permit or a Student Permit.

HARDSHIP
We do not believe that students should miss out on any aspect of our educational programme
because of an inability to meet costs. If you find you are unable to afford to pay for your child to
participate in an educational visit or to attend a visiting performance please contact the Principal
in confidence.
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General Information
HEAD LICE
Head lice are a common problem and infestation
often occurs when students are in close contact.

Please check your child’s hair frequently and use
appropriate treatments according to directions if
there is any sign of infestation. We suggest that long
hair is kept tied back.

HOMEWORK
Homework is set in all areas of the school from Years 1 to 8. It is an extension of the classroom
programme and an opportunity for parents to participate. If your child does not seem to be
bringing homework home regularly please feel free to contact his/her teacher to find out why.
Should the homework cause any problems, please contact your child’s teacher.

ICT USER AGREEMENTS
As part of their learning about ICT, students will have access to the internet. To safeguard our
students and school, all users of the school’s computers must sign a user agreement before access
is granted. The child’s agreement needs to be signed by both child and parents.

LOST PROPERTY
Lost property is collected during the term and placed in a box in the corridor near the school
library. At the end of each term these items are displayed and what is not collected is given away

to charity. To avoid losing things unnecessarily please name your child’s clothing.

HEALTHY EATING
We do encourage our children to bring healthy food options to school. Sweets, gum, fizzy drinks
and chocolate are not allowed at school as we try to encourage healthy eating habits.
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General Information
MANAGING BEHAVIOUR
We aim to grow desirable behaviours that reflect
our school values and we regularly run positive

behavior programmes in our classes. Our processes
for managing negative behaviour are outlined in
the school’s Behaviour Code (ask at the school
office for a copy or visit our school website). We
are also a PB4L (positive behaviour for learning)
school, which applies positive behaviour strategies
and rewards across the school.
REPORTING ON STUDENT PROGRESS AND ACHIEVEMENT
The school reports regularly to parents, the Board of Trustees and the community on students’
progress and achievement in different areas of the curriculum. These reports are based on
students’ achievements in all areas of the curriculum. The school also reports orally to parents in
Terms 1 and 3, and as a written report in Terms 2 and 4.
SAFETY
No child is allowed to leave the school grounds without permission and escort from a teacher or
principal.
All valuables (phones, i-pads etc.) are to be handed in to a teacher or to the office before 9am
and will be returned at 3pm.
Bikes can be ridden to and from school with a helmet, however they are not to be ridden on the
school grounds during the day.
We have a patrolled crossing in front of the school from 8:30-8:55am and also from 2:553:10pm.
Please do not park on the yellow lines on the road outside the school. It is difficult for children
to look for approaching traffic and makes crossing the road more dangerous.
Cars are forbidden from driving on to the school compound during school hours.
During Terms 1 and 4 it is compulsory for all students to wear a bucket hat when outside during
the school day.
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General Information
NEWSLETTERSETTERNEWSLETTERS
School newsletters are sent home every
Wednesday. Please check your child’s
schoolbag regularly, as children may forget to

give them to you. Spare notices are available
from the school office. Newsletters can also be
received via email or viewed on the school
website. Please advise the school office if you
wish to go on the newsletter email list.
SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
The Office hours are from 8.30am–3.30pm Monday–Friday. An answer phone is in operation
when the office is unattended.

SMOKE FREE SCHOOL
Petone Central School (i.e. the grounds and buildings) is a totally smoke free area as required by
law.

SPORTING AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES
Petone Central School offers a wide variety of extra curricular activities both during and after
school for example; Kapa Haka or Pasefika performing groups, netball, touch rugby, ripper
rugby, rugby, cricket, soccer, cross country, basketball, swimming sports, choir, band, speech
competitions, concerts, productions and many more. We encourage every child to participate in
at least one of these activities and many of our children are involved in a number of them.

STATIONERY
At the end and start of each year or when your child enrolls, teachers provide a list of stationery
requirements for your child. You can purchase these items at any stationery provider.
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General Information
STUDENT LEADERSHIP
Students are expected to take leadership roles
in different areas of the school. Year 7 and 8
students can be elected to be school
councillors. Students at different age levels are
considered for roles such as peer mediators,
librarians, traffic wardens, sports captains and
class leaders. Our student leaders are expected
to be good role models of the values our school
upholds. All Year 7 and 8 students attend a
week-long senior leadership camp each year.

STUDENT RECORDS
Whenever there is a change of address, home or business telephone, parents’ hours of work,
medical information or family circumstances or emergency contact, please inform the school
promptly. Out of date information can mean that we are unable to contact you in an
emergency. It is very important that up to date emergency contact information is known by the
school.
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How can I help?

We frequently require parent help to ensure we provide the best education we
can for our students. Please consider helping out where you can. Some areas
we frequently need help with are:








Sports coaching
Fundraising
Board of Trustees member
Parent Helper (in class or on trips)
Making uniforms/costumes
Gardening
Painting

If you are keen to help out, please contact our school office.

